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A New Publication Makes Its Debut 
Created As A Service To Coin Clubs 


In our years of covering activities 
in the numismatic hobby, from the 
small monthly meetings to the 
large national meetings, it seems 
there is one special area of the hob- 
by in which there has been a con- 
stant desire for more information. 
This area would be the organizing 
and successful promotion of local 
coin clubs. 


It is toward the fulfillment of this 
long felt desire that this “Club Re- 
port” is aimed. 

Previously the only publication 
devoted exclusively to clubs and 
their successful promotion was the 
“Club Bulletin” published period- 
ically by the American Numismatic 
Association. While this has always 
been a most worthwhile publication, 


Initial Response To News 
Exhibit Package Is Substantial 


The educational aspect of coin 
shows on the local level has long 
been a neglected one in most cases. 
In an effort to remedy this situa- 
tion Numismatic News has recent- 
ly released a complete “Exhibit 
Package.” 


This package is being made avail- 
able to any club sponsoring a show. 
Of immeasurable assistance to the 
exhibit chairman, it has been assem- 
bled with painstaking effort on the 
part of the entire staff at The Coin 
Collectors’ Capital. 


It was over two years ago that 


the production of this ‘Exhibit 
Package” was first visualized by the 
staff members at Iola. Since that 
time much thought has gone into 
determining how the overall pack- 
age should be presented. 

Staff members have drawn upon 
their experience in both participant 
exhibiting and exhibit judging, in 
an effort to present the perfect 
package, not only for the exhibit 
chairman, but also from the stand- 
point of both the exhibitor and the 
judge. 
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it has been distributed only to 
those clubs which are members of 
the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion. At the present time this num- 
ber is less than 1,000. 


This “Club Report” will be mail- 
ed to all clubs listed in our files. 
The number of clubs listed in these 
files are more than one-and-one-half 
times as many as are members of 
the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion, nearly 1,600 as this issue goes 
to press. 


While we are certain that this 
“Club Report” will be of great 
assistance to clubs holding member- 
ship in the American Numismatic 
Association, and we heartily urge 
all clubs to become members of 
that organization, our greatest de- 
sire in embarking on this new pub- 
lication is to help those clubs which 
presently do not have any other 
source of assistance. 

To fulfill this aim, the “Club 
Report” will be mailed free to all 
clubs listed in our files. In this 
connection, we are urging that our 
Club News Editor be kept fully in- 
formed of any change in the official 
mailing address of your club, so 
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EXHIBIT PACKAGE 


Contd. from Page 1 


In all, nearly two years of re- 
search and effort have gone into 
the preparation of this package. In 
arriving at the basic ingredients in 
the package, examples were obtain- 
ed from active clubs from Califor- 
nia to Maine, and Washington to 
Florida. 


Intended to aid in the presenta- 
tion of the educational aspects of 
numismatics, an aspect which is too 
often ignored at the local shows, 
the system set forth in this “Exhi- 
bit Package” is not intended to 
supersede any systems currently 
employed at the large national or 
regional conventions. To the con- 
trary, it is hoped that the package 
will complement these systems on 
the lower levels, thus promoting 
the educational aspects of numis- 
matics among the rank novice col- 
lectors. 


Each “Exhibit Package” will in- 
clude all materials the exhibit chair- 
man needs to perform this job, from 
the time the show date is set and 
application requests begin coming 
in, until the exhibit awards are pre- 
sented. Included is a complete set 
of instructions for the exhibit chair- 
man, which will outline the most 
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Constitution And 


By-Laws Sample For 
Coin Clubs Available 


For coin clubs which have just 
recently organized, and have yet 
to enact a constitution and by-laws, 
Numismatic News has available a 
popular sample set which has been 
used by clubs across the country. 

This sample should also prove to 
be of value to any club which pres- 
ently has a working set of constitu- 


expedient steps to be taken in each 
instance. 

Before releasing this ‘Exhibit 
Package,” copies of the final draft 
were sent to officers of the national 
and regional organizations, active 
exhibitors, and other active numis- 
matists from coast to coast, for 
their review and criticism. After 
their responses were received, a few 
minor adjustments were made in 
the package, in accordance with the 
suggestions recommended, prior to 
its release. 
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tion and by-laws, but which feels 
that the present set is not ade- 
quate, and is thinking of reworking 
them. 

The club secretary can request 
a free set of this constitution and 
by-laws by sending a request to 
Constitution, Numismatic News, 
Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 


In commenting on the package, 
Art Lovi of Pensacola, Fla, secreta- 
ry of the United Numismatic Ex- 
hibitors, remarked ‘May I say that 
this is something that has been 
needed very badly for a long time.” 


Adding her encouragement was 
Mrs. A. I. Martin of Houston, Tex- 
as, a long time campaigner in the 
exhibiting aspects of the numis- 
matic hobby, with the statement, 
“What an excellent service you are 
proposing!” 

Eddy Echenberg, president of the 
Canadian Numismatic Association 
commented, ‘““The idea of your Ex- 
hibit Package is most commend- 
able, and I am certain it will be 
very well received. As most con- 
ventions and shows completely ig- 
nore the educational aspect of nu- 
mismatics, the exhibits must substi- 
tute for this.” 


“T received your package and I 
congratulate you and your news- 
paper’s efforts in trying to bring 
order out of chaos,’ was the com- 
ment of Michigan State Numismat- 
ic Society president P. H. Frans. 
Also commenting on the package 
was Lyman O. Abbott, Empire 
State Numismatic Association 2nd 
vice-president, who stated, “Hav- 
ing been exhibit chairman of the 
Kk. S. N. A. Convention this year, I 
would have welcomed such a pack- 
age.” 

Clubs sponsoring conventions or 
shows who wish to use one of these 
“Exhibit Packages” in the promo- 
tion and production of their exhibi- 
tion may obtain the package free of 
charge. To do so, the exhibit chair- 
man should write to, Exhibit Pack- 
age, Numismatic News, Iola, Wis- 
consin, 54945. 
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editorial: ORGANIZED NUMISMATICS 


“We hear a lot these days about 
organized labor . . . organized busi- 
ness . . . organized baseball. And 
with the almost unbelievable growth 
of coin collecting as a hobby, it isn’t 
at all surprising that we hear more 
and more about organized numis- 
matics. 


“Organizations” mean many dif- 
ferent things to many different peo- 
ple. Yet, it always relates to the 
effective promotion and perpetua- 
tion of a common interest. 


Few of us would get any great 
personal satisfaction in collecting 
coins if we had no opportunity at all 
to share that interest with others. 


It is human nature not only to 
talk about our hobbies but to brag 
a little bit about our progress in 
pursuing them! 


That’s just one of many reasons 
that coin shows, exhibits and con- 
ventions are so popular. 


The interest of businessmen in 
matters affecting all of them is evi- 
dent in the continuously growing 
memberships of chambers of com- 
merce at the local, state and nation- 
al levels. Progressive lawyers parti- 
cipate in the projects and programs 
of bar associations, physicians in 
medical societies, farmers in coop- 
eratives and sportsmen in a wide 
variety of clubs having highly spe- 
cialized interests. 


It is difficult to name any group 
of persons whose common cause has 
not been advanced through organi- 
zation. Coin collectors can’t afford 
to be the exception. 


Ideally, “organized numismatics” 
should start at the local level... 


at geographical locations “closest to 
home.” 


With rapid advances in transpor- 
tation and communication, it has 
many times been said that the 
world is getting smaller and smaller. 
We can travel hundreds and even 
thousands of miles in a matter of 
hours. Our neighbors are no longer 
limited to the folks next door, in 
the same town, or even in the same 
county, state or country. 


_ Coin clubs have been organized 
in almost countless numbers of com- 
munities throughout the length and 


breadth of this country and in other 
lands. 


Joining the one which serves 
your area is the first step toward 
personal participation in organized 
numismatics. The cost of member- 
ship is small. The benefits, by con- 
trast, are great. And the greatest 
of them is the opportunity for per- 
sonal contact with those having 
similar interests. 


Membership in regional or na- 
tional numismatic clubs or associa- 
tions is the next important step to- 
ward reaping the rewards of organ- 
ized numismatics. And, like the 
smaller local clubs, what you get 
out of them depends pretty much 
on what you put into them. 


Merely holding a membership 
card or being on a mailing list isn’t 
enough. 


It is essential that you know all 
there is to know about the activi- 
ties and services of the numismatic 
organizations to which you do or 
should belong. It is equally impor- 
tant that you use such services if 
you are to derive maximum benefit 
from your membership. 


Numismatic publications can be 
extremely helpful in keeping you 
familiar with the purposes, plans 
and programs of numismatic or- 
ganizations at all levels. If you are 
unable to participate in the meet- 
ings of coin collectors to the extent 
you'd like, you in this way learn by 
reading what you would otherwise 
miss completely. 


This is an area in which speciali- 
zation is making great strides...a 
time when every opportunity should 
be utilized to become expert in the 
fields of our own specialties, numis- 
matics included. 


There are no substitutes for edu- 
cation and experience. Organized 
numismatics provide both. 


Familiarity with the purposes and 
work of numismatic organizations 
at the regional and national levels 
in particular will help you to decide 
which ones best meet your needs. 


As a practical matter, the extent 
of your personal participation in 
organized numismatics will be de- 
termined by the seriousness and sin- 
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cerity of your interest in the hobby. 
But whether you are a beginner 
or an advanced collector, you do 
need organized numismatics and it 
does need you! 


In summary, organized numis- 
matics is capable of doing collective- 
ly for its members what they can- 
not do individually for themselves. 
Its strength lies in its numbers... 
and no chain is stronger than its 
weakest link. 


This editorial first appeared in 
the August 1, 1960, edition of 
Numismatic News. 


At that time its acceptance by 
the collecting fraternity was so in- 
stantaneous that it was immediate- 
ly reprinted by the Central States 
Numismatic Society for distribu- 
tion to all affiliated clubs. 


The ensuing year witnessed the 
receipt of many requests for re- 
prints of this editorial. Also, a num- 
ber of clubs were granted permis- 
sion to reprint it in their own club 
publications. 


This editorial once again appear- 
ed in the Atlanta A. N. A. Conven- 
tion souvenir edition of Numismatic 
News, issued August 7, 1961. 


Through the three years since its 
first appearance in Numismatic 
News, uncounted hundreds of re- 
prints of this editorial have been 
distributed to coin clubs and indi- 
vidual collectors across the country. 


If carefully studied, it is certain 
that the message delivered in this 
editorial carries with it every bit 
as much significance now as it did 
three years ago, and perhaps even 
more. 


With the present emphasis being 
placed on the commercial aspects of 
the hobby, by a great number of 
collectors, we would like to urge 
the reading of this editorial before 
the membership at the next meet- 
ing. 

Any clubs who would like to ob- 
tain reprints of this editorial for 
distribution to their membership 
may obtain them free by writing 
Report to Clubs, Numismatic News, 
Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 


New Publication 
Contd. from Page 1 


that all issues will be received as 
they are published. 


It is our aim to treat entirely new 
subjects of club interest in each 
succeeding issue, not returning for 
several issues to a subject which has 
already been treated, unless a sig- 
nificant event or discovery deems it 
necessary. With this idea in mind, 
we would like to suggest that the 
club secretary retain all issues of 
the “Club Report” for future ref- 
erence. 


In the first few issues we will 
attempt to touch lightly all aspects 
of the hobby which have a direct 
relationship on the clubs, and then 
in later issues we will go into more 
detailed treatments of each subject. 


Another important aspect of our 
coverage will be informing clubs in 
one section of the popular and suc- 
cessful ideas which are being under- 


taken in other sections to make 
meetings more interesting, enter- 
taining, helpful, and educational. 
To provide better service in this 
area, we would like to urge that 
clubs keep us informed of the novel 
ideas which they successfully pro- 
mote. 


The end result of presenting more 
interesting programs at both club 
meetings and shows is not long in 
revealing itself, in both increased 
attendance and membership, plus 
added interest for the already active 
members. 


In the final analysis, while it is 
our greatest desire to help in the 
successful promotion of the numis- 
matic hobby at the local club level, 
we can not accomplish much with- 
out the full assistance of the clubs 
themselves. We can not inform 
clubs of the most successful promo- 
tions unless we are kept informed 
of the latest developments, and 
once we publish the new concepts, 
it will be necessary for the others 
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to implement these ideas if they 
are to accomplish the desired end 
result. 


Sample Copies 
For Club Members 
Easy To Obtain 


Any club members who are not 
presently subscribers to either Nu- 
mismatic News or Coins Magazine, 
or both, can request free samples 
of them. 


Those who desire to receive a 
sample copy of either or both pub- 
lications should send their request 
to the Circulation Department, in 
care of the publication which is 
desired, Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 


As a convenience, anyone desir- 
ing samples of both publications 
need send the request to only one 
publication, indicating in the re- 
quest that both are desired. 





. most successful auction we’ve ever held. 
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Give Guest Speakers A Break 
Have Them Open The Meeting 
Assuring An Attentive Audience 


One of the little things which a 
club can do in arranging their pro- 
gram to make appearing more 
attractive for a guest speaker, is to 
reverse their program. That is, let 
the speaker give his talk before the 
business meeting, rather than after 
the meeting, as is the long standing 
custom in most areas. 

This policy has worked out quite 
satisfactorily for the Northwest 
Coin Club of Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
Minn. This club has, for a number 
of years, given speakers the oppor- 
tunity of appearing at the beginning 
of the meeting. As a result they 
normally open their meetings at 
eight o’clock with the featured pro- 
gram of the evening. 


It is rather surprising that this 
idea has only caught on in isolated 
cases, as it is a great convenience 
for guest speakers. In most cases 
these speakers must travel many 
miles to reach the city in which the 
club is located. By having them 
appear at the beginning of the 
night’s activities, they are afforded 
the opportunity to leave for home 
much earlier, especially if they are 
not interested in the regular busi- 
ness meeting. 


There are also many other bene- 
fits to be considered. For one thing, 
the speaker is encouraged by the 
fact that he is addressing a fresh 
audience, one which will not “wither 
away.’ When the speaker appears 
after the business meeting he is 
often presented with the somewhat 
unpleasant prospect of watching the 
“have to go home early people” 
gradually drift away. 


It is only natural that such a 
“withering away” becomes most dis- 
couraging to the speaker, as he may 
very well feel it is due to disinter- 
est in his address. 


Such a situation might very well 
result in the speaker being reluctant 
to address the club again, when 
many new members might like to 
hear him. It is certainly hard 


enough to get guest speakers that 
a club should do everything possible 
to encourage them. 


Another appreciable benefit of 
reversing the program is the fact 
that it represents the opportunity 
for a longer question and answer 
session following the address. If a 
guest speaker is not able to con- 
clude his address before ten o’clock, 
neither he nor the club members 


desire to add to the length of the 
program by holding a very long 
quiz session. 


Certainly in many cases, especial- 
ly on subjects of current interest, 
an address leaves many in the audi- 
ence with questions which need an- 
swering. If they are not answered, 
it is very easy for the collector to 
leave the meeting with the wrong 
impression of the object the speaker 
was trying to establish in his ad- 
dress. 


Aside from these more obvious 
points, the reversing of club pro- 
grams will possibly speed up the 
business meeting itself, by eliminat- 
ing many of the long discussions on 
resolutions and other business, 
which do not contribute materially 
to their enactment. 


Coins Magazine Presents 


Special Subscription Offer 
For Members Of Local Clubs 


Coins Magazine subscription rates 
are increasing to $5.00 a year, from 
$3.00. This increase is effective 
with the publication of the Janu- 
ary, 1964, issue, on November 25, 
1963. 


As a special consideration to the 
members of local coin clubs, the 


ATTENTION 


We have punched this Club 
Report so that it can be easily 
inserted in a standard three-ring 
binder. This has been done so 
that the club secretary can easi- 
ly keep the issues on file for 
future reference. New subjects 
pertaining to the improvement 
of club activities will be treated 
in each issue, with no imme- 
diate rehashing of old subjects. 
So, in order to keep these ideas 
at hand for use in the future, 
it will be necessary for the club 
secretary to retain all issues. 





$3.00 rate will be held for an extra 
month, until January 1, 1964. 


To qualify for this old subscrip- 
tion rate, a collector need only 
send his $3.00 for a year’s subscrip- 
tion, plus the name of his coin club. 
Subscriptions received between No- 
vember 25, 1963, and January 1, 
1964, which do not include the 
name of the local club to which the 
collector is a member will not be 
honored. 


This offer is good for entering or 
renewing a subscription for one 
year only. 


Never again will collectors be 
afforded the opportunity to sub- 
scribe to Coins Magazine at the 
low, low $3.00 rate. 


Coins Magazine, with a circula- 
tion which has passed the 90,000 
mark, is the world’s largest selling 
magazine for coin collectors. Effec- 
tive with the January issue it will 
increase in size by 25%, as it goes 
from 64 to 80 pages monthly. 


Remember, this will be the last 
chance for collectors to avail them- 
selves of all the benefits of a sub- 
scription to Coins Magazine at the 
old $3.00 a year rate. 


How To Order Sample Copies 
Of The News For Your Shows 


When requesting sample copies 
of Numismatic News for distribu- 
tion at a club convention, show, or 
meeting, the request should be mail- 
ed so that it reaches Iola at least 
four weeks in advance of the date 
on which they are to be distributed. 


On requests received less than 
four weeks in advance delivery can- 
not be guaranteed, while those re- 
ceived within two weeks of the 
show date are not honored. This 


long delivery time is necessary so 
that a reasonable amount of time 
can be allowed for delivery by the 
postal department. 


Also, upon receipt at Iola, re- 
quests must be processed. This 
means that the print order for the 
issue to be sent must be increased 
to allow for the requested samples, 
labels must be typed up, and they 
must be packed and mailed. 


Benefits A Club Derives From 
Joining Its State Organization 


Only ten years ago, the number 
of state numismatic organizations 
established in the United States 
could have been counted on the fin- 
gers of one hand. 


Now nearly every state has its 
own organization, with which col- 
lectors and local clubs alike can 
affiliate. The benefits which can be 
derived through membership in 
these state organizations are nu- 
merous, and with the low cost of 
membership, all individual collec- 
tors and local clubs should avail 
themselves to these benefits. 


Most of these organizations pub- 
lish a periodical bulletin, usually on 
an approximate quarterly basis. 
These bulletins come in all forms: 
mimeographed, offset, printed, poc- 
ket size, booklet size, and pamphlet 
size. In all of these bulletins are 
carried a number of announcements 
of state-wide interest. 


One of the most popular features 
in most of the bulletins is a sched- 
ule of forthcoming conventions and 
shows which are scheduled to be 
held in that state. Having this 
list available will prevent a club 
from scheduling a show on the same 
weekend that another is being held 
elsewhere in the state. 


Others carry the minutes of local 
club meetings. This enables a club 
to be informed of the activities of 
their neighbors elsewhere in the 
state. Another benefit provided in 


some bulletins is a roster of the 
affiliated clubs. 


A number of the state bulletins 
also carry articles of general numis- 
matic interest, and a few even carry 
specialized articles. Another feature 
of many of the bulletins are profile 
articles on prominent numismatists 
in the state. 


Aside from the bulletins they 
publish, most of the state organiza- 
tions also hold annual or semi-an- 
nual conventions at floating loca- 
tions throughout the state. These 
conventions afford collectors a won- 
derful opportunity to meet new 
friends with like interest. 


There is no greater place to gain 
experience in numismatics than 
when attending a state convention, 
when you have an opportunity to 
view what others have done, and 
to observe other collectors in action. 


At these conventions you will 
observe material on display, and 
available for sale, which will not 
be found at local club meetings. 
You will be able to buy, sell, or 
trade material here, with a much 
greater range of pieces being avail- 
able for consideration. 


In most cases, if it were not for 
the state organization sponsoring 
them, most states would not be able 
to hold a large major convention 
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Experience has determined that 
it takes at least two weeks for mail 
delivery of bulk shipments to either 
the east or west coast. 


When ordering sample copies for 
a convention, show, or meeting, the 
person in charge should include 
with his request the number of 
copies desired. In addition, if they 
are to be shipped direct to a hotel 
or other public building, this should 
be stated, along with the name of 
the person who will be in charge 
of receiving the shipment. 


Requests for sample copies should 
be addressed to Mr. Harry D. Beck- 
er, Circulation Department, Numis- 
matic News, Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 


each year. To sponsor these large 
conventions the state organizations 
need the vital support of the indi- 
vidual collectors and local clubs in 
the state. 


When the state organizations are 
given the support they need, all of 
these benefits will come to both 
the local clubs and the individual 
members. Certainly the cost of 
membership is a small price to pay 
for all of these benefits, and the 
many more which are not visible. 


Club Roster 
Must Be Kept 
Up-To-Date 


So that your club will be assured 
of receiving all of the club aids 
which are mailed from the Coin 
Collectors’ Capital from time to 
time, it is important that the club 
secretary keep us informed of the 
latest changes in their official ad- 
dress. 


In our club file we maintain the 
name of each club, and the name 
and official mailing address for the 
secretary. Along with this is filed 
information on the meeting place, 
and the number of members in the 
club. 


When there is any change in any 
of this information, the club secre- 
tary let us know by writing: Club 
News Editor, Numismatic News, 
Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 


Some Helpful Hints On 


Reporting Coin Club News To Newspapers 


New coin clubs are being organized 
every week, and news is being received 
often of other clubs, which though they 
may not be new, have been less in the 
news that others. For the benefit of 
these some suggestions are being offered 
which may help them gain more publi- 
city, and specially those who find re- 
porting of club affairs difficult. 


While these suggestions are primarily 
designed for the reporting of coin club 
meetings and shows according to editorial 
requirements of the numismatic publi- 
cations at Iola, it is certain that most 
of the ideas will also aid clubs with their 
reports for other publications, whether 
or not they are numismatic in nature. 


INFORMATION DESIRED 


The information needed for any re- 
port will be contained in the answers to 
the questions who, what, where, when, 
and why or how. The answers may be 
short or long, giving bare essentials or 
additional information for a longer story. 

Names of persons, places, organiza- 


tions, or buildings should be given in 
full without abbreviation. An abbrevia- 
tion common in one place may not be 
so well known in another and therefore 
cause an error when the editor attempts 
to interpret it. For instance the “Y”, 
well known to a writer, may be either 
the YMCA or the YWCA. Sometimes 
the names of people are left out of 
stories because the informant failed to 
give the complete name, saying simply 
President Smith or Miss Smith, when he 
should have said President Tom Smith 
or Miss Jane Smith or even simply Tom 
Smith or Jane Smith. First initials may 
be given if they are commonly used, 
but either a first name or initial with 
the last name is more important in a 
story than a title, in most cases. 

Complete addresses should be stated 
in giving location of an event, name of 
building, street address, city and state. 
If some of the information is not needed 
the editor will cut it out. 

In advance notice of events the hour 
as well as the date and day of the week 
is important. 


A Good Coin Show News Picture 





Olive W. Schmidt admires the third place award which Lloyd Harding 
recewed for his “Boy Scout Merit Badge” display at the 27th annual 
meeting of the Northwest Coin Club, held in Minneapolis, Minn., March 
10 & 11, 1962. This exhibit also won for Lloyd the junior sweepstake 
award at that show. A winner of many previous awards, Olive Schmidt 


also won a first place award at this show for her displ 
1500 A. D. f play of coins before 
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REPORTING ACTIVITIES 


The what and how or why of a story 
may be tied together and cover a large 
area. Here the story may be kept brief 
or be made long. In the case of a simple 
notice of a meeting to come it may be 
short. However, some information added 
as to what will take place at the meeting 
may stimulate interest and result in 
better attendance, if that is desired. 
Then the nature of important business, 
subject of program and type of enter- 
tainment may be included. If there is 
a speaker, his topic, either title or gen- 
eral subject, and background information 
about the speaker may be given. 


In reporting club meetings after they 
have occurred, much of the same infor- 
mation would be used, but more details 
about the program can be given, giving 
high points of interest. It should not be 
said that an “interesting” program was 
given. An attempt should rather be made 
to show why it was interesting and let 
the reader see for himself that it was 
so. The same is true of the commonly 
used “delicious” lunch. It is sufficient 
to say lunch was served unless there is 
something special or unusual to say 
about it. In club reports there are also 
prize winners and prizes to report, or 
auctions which may be of interest to 
other clubs or collectors. 


Many of the same rules can be applied 
to club shows and other events. Advance 
notices can be made longer or shorter 
by more or less details of plans. Most 
important points in advance notices are 
exact place, time, date, title of event, 
sponsoring group, and if some type of 
reservations are to be made, the name 
and address of person they should be 
sent to. (Our calendar usually lists the 
bourse chairman.) To add interest more 
can be said about various aspects of the 
show and persons responsible for its 
operation. If there are any unsual or 
special attractions they should be men- 
tioned. 


A report after a show should give 
attendance, winners and awards given, 
auction highlights, number and type of 
exhibits and more about any outstanding 
or unusual ones. If there is a business 
sessions such as at conventions, plans 
for future meetings should be included, 
and resolutions or special business might 
also be reported. 


REPORT IMMEDIATELY 


It is important to send reports imme- 
diately after an event. If there are pic- 
tures to be sent and they are not ready 
they can be sent later, and a note stat- 
ing when they can be expected may be 
sent with the report. The editor can 
use his judgment as to whether to print 
the report first and picture later or 
to hold the story for the picture. 


Contd. Next Page 


Reporting 
Contd. from Previous Page 


It is helpful to all concerned to be 
aware of deadlines of the publications 
reports are sent to, and to get the news 
there well ahead of the deadline. Regard- 
less of how well a story is written, the 
editor has the final decision as to what 
goes into the publication and needs time 
to check the report, make any necessary 
changes and find the proper place in his 
publication for it. He is usually a very 
busy person and has to work with what 
is at hand rather than wait for some- 
thing that might come in. Sometimes 
last minute reports are cut or left out 
simply because there is not enough room 
left, or time to process them, while if 
they had come earlier they might have 
been given a prominent place. 
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In the case of a daily paper they may 
be postponed only a day but in the case 
of a bi-weekly such as Numismatic 
News a report received a day after dead- 
line (or even just at deadline if there is 
too much on hand) will be published two 
weeks later, and that may be after the 
date of the event. In the case of events 
that are being reported after they have 
taken place, any editor wants to report 
it as soon as possible, and if it is too 
long delayed, may omit it rather than 
publish stale news. 


The inability to say something in the 
best style need not prevent any club 
reporter from getting his club news into 
print. While editors welcome well-writ- 
ten (or preferably typed) reports that 
need little editing, they do have writers 
to re-write any scraps of information 
that may be of interest to readers. A 
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“Now let’s all drink a toast to that distinguished old dean of American 


coin collectors ... (GULP)!” 


good story can be made of information 
sent in the form of an outline if it con- 
tains enough pertinent information. If 
reports are hand written it is well to 
print proper names so they will not be 
misunderstood and therefore, misspelled. 
Words can usually be corrected but 
names of persons are not always known 
by the editors and therefore have to 
be used as given. 


IMPORTANCE OF PICTURES 


Pictures are an important part of pub- 
lishing these days, and in this area also 
there are some rules to be followed, 
though individual publications do vary 
as to requirements. It is said that pic- 
tures speak louder than words, and 
good pictures are always welcome. Glossy 
prints are usually preferred, and clarity 
is more important than size, though it 
is best if they are not too small. 


The picture should capture attention 
by showing that something is going on. 
They should show people doing some- 
thing rather than just being lined up for 
a picture. The best pictures usually 
show few rather than many persons, and 
tell a story by themselves. Photos should 
be accompanied by identification cap- 
tions taped to the back of the picture, 
rather than glued to the back or written 
on the back of the picture. They should 
be mailed in an envelope marked “Pho- 
tographs, Do Not Bend”, and with card- 
board enclosed to prevent creasing. 


One thing to be remembered in send- 
ing in pictures is the including of an 
accompanying story, as in most instances 
pictures which carry only identification 
captions are rather dead. This addition- 
al story need not be elaborate, but it 
should include some information which 
is not self evident in the picture, such 
as the reason for or purpose behind the 
activity portrayed. 


RULES ARE FLUID 


These suggestions may not include all 
the rules and there may be some varia- 
tion for various publications, but they 
should give some help for those who are 
new to publicity work. It will usually 
help the writer to study the publication 
to which the material is to be sent, and 
thus learn what that publishers desires. 


Perhaps the most important thing to 
remember is that it is impossible for a 
person to print anything unknown to 
him, so any club can gain publicity only 
after someone sends information where 
it can be printed. 


The beginner should not be discour- 
aged if some of his information is left 
out of the printed story, as there may 
be reasons for it that do not reflect upon 
him, such as time and space. The editor 
has many things to consider and has the 
final word as to what to print, but he 
also wants to please his readers and 
maintain the goodwill of the public, while 
maintaining the standards of his publi- 
cation. 
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